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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.
| 2520/384/91) 26th February 1943.
SECRRT.

Dear Chancery,

Prince Seif al Islam Ahmed of the Yemen recently passed
a cypher telegram to our suthorities in Kemaran Islend for
tranemission to his brother Prince Selif el Ialam abduliah. This
message has been telegraphed to us by the Governor of Aden and,
since it has Bubsequently been found to be innocuous in
cheracter, we have decided that 1t should be passed on to its
addrespee.

Sa As Prince Abdullah is still, to the best of our
knowledge, staying at the Hotel Crillon in Paris, we should be
grateful if you would forward this telegram to him, explaining
that it was delivered to the Foreign Office, you should not
mention the circumstances of ite despatch.

S You mey be intereeted to have a brief account of
recent developments in the Yemen, in case Prince Abdullah should
meke sny aspproach to you while in Paris. His father, the Imam
Yehia, together with Several of the Imam's scns and ministers,
wes ssssssinsted in the course of a Tecent copp, d4'etat by
Seiyid Abdullsh bin Ahmed sl Wazir, head of cons of the leading
families of the Yemen and formerly Minister of State and
Governor of Hodeida. Abdullah sl Wazir has apparently succeeded
to the Imamate "by popular acclamation” but it is by no means
certain whether his tenure of power will prove to be lasting.
Prince Ahmed @snd Prince Hassan, both sons of the late Imem, are
still at large in the Yemen and the former, who is reputed to
be a resbdlute and eapable, though wnpopular, leader, may attempt
a counter-revolution.

de We are anxious, therefore,; to 8Bvoid committing
curselves to :recognition of a support for elther party, until
we are in a positicn to assess their chances more accurately. We
sghould like you %o avoid, 8o far as possible, any dealings with
Prince Abdullah and, if he should ask to make it clear that we
can efford him no facilities for communicating with the Yemen
through official British channels.

B The text of the telegram for Frince Abdullah is as
followas —

"E526 1452 B8 37 14 8743 (or 4743+) 6324
62 14 33 26 B7 6324 2436 51256 &7 26 89
51B1 1426 56568 2B 61 s8 44 5926 6324 B7BE
2433 bB654 65324 Sor 6324+ ) 3441 6169 2965 B6
24 B3B3 ssg4 BT64 6 522
3431 6324 24 25
1] 24 b4ab2 5324 4394 22454 5253 5254 2 2454
5389 5435 3666 4665 B9 6332 164",

ours ever,
EASTERN DEPARTMENT .
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POREION OFPICE, B.T. e

19th March 1948

you for your letter o, 78009/1/48 of the
16th Marchy giving the Governor of Aden's comments an
British Oversess Alrwayo Corporstion’s refusal 0 1and
s they

e Whatever the merits of the gabe

appesred at the time, 1 think that sabseguent avents
in the Yemen sontradict the Governor' s view that
British Oversens Adrways Gorporation "pissed the vosd
badly" - They Seen pather to have esceped

sinking ship end, julging W Aden telegrem ﬁmﬂm‘bwﬂﬂ}
of the 13th Msrch, from even more materisl

S on of the Ministry of civil Aviation

to whon 1 62 pending 8 00N of this letter, spoke o

me sbout this 0oes and I told nim that the Foroisn

ofrice would not feel junuruﬂ in reproeching British
ays Qorporation or in encouraging them

to coupete for the Y amenl market in the prosent otate

of that eountrys
Yona  Fom vy,
I /’
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The British American Attitude Towards the Yemeni
Movement of 1948/1367: Documentary Study

Hani Z.A. Mohanna

Associate Professor, History Department, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study deals with the Yemeni movement of 1948 .Its
main concern is the British and American government’s attitude
toward the movement, through the British& American documents.
Descriptive and analyzing methods were used to reach the intended
goals of this study. The study found that neither the British nor the
U.S.A government took an active role in that event. Their attitude was
passive and neutral while two governments were in favor of changing
the rule of Imam Yahya because of his doubtful unfriendly Policy
toward the west in general, they were keen enough not to take any
action that may be considered as a support for either party. The two
governments delayed their recognition of the new regime till it
became clear that it has earned good controle of the country.





