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"Civilizational aspects in the era of the Seljuk Rum

In Asia Minor"

(463-718A.H/1070-1318A.D )
Researcher name : Wejdan Mustafa Asiri
Summary

This study aims to shed light on the civilizational aspects of the Seljuk
State of Rum in Asia Minor in the period between the end of the fifth
century H to the beginning of the eighth century AD, where the Seljuk
were able to obliterate and remove the civilizational features of the
Byzantine Empire by imposing the Turkish character and spreading the
Islamic faith of The Hanafi school, which is the doctrine that they
embraced during their existence near the Abbasid Caliphate. Thus the
human race in the region have changed, and changes in all aspects of
religious, scientific, social, economic, political, Administrative and
military life appeared on it.

The problem of the study is based on many questions, the most important
of which are: How did the Seljuks manage to impose the Turkish Islamic
character on a land filled with civilizations? What are the efforts made by
the Seljuk Romans in converting Asia Minor into Turkish Islamic land?

Therefore, the aim of this study is to highlight the most important
civilizational achievements that took place in the era of the Seljuk
Romans, while discovering the most important changes they made after
removing the features of previous civilizations.

Even though there were previous studies that dealt with the subject
of the civilizational aspects of the state of Seljuk Romans, they were
comprehensive studies in which the political side mixed with the
civilizational one, including what was devoted to a specific region in Asia
Minor, including what was limited to a specific time period. For instance,
there is a book titled: "Political Life and Manifestations of Civilization in
a State The Seljuk Romans by Ahmed Abd al-Latif**, a study in which the
political side dominated the civilizational side. Another book: "Konya,
capital of the Sultanate of the Seljuk Romans by Nourah Dhiab", a study
in which the researcher examined the political and civilizational history
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of the city of Konya in particular and Asia Minor in general. In addition
to a doctoral thesis titled:" The Seljuk Romans in the first third of the
seventh century H 601 - 634 H / 1205 - 1236 G by Sitah Sarhan" . In this
thesis, the political aspect dominated the civilizational side, which was
addressed by the researcher in the sixth and final chapter of the thesis.

Thus, the new in the study that is addressed is to highlight the great
civilizational heritage left by the Seljuk Romans in Asia Minor at all
levels and to reveal the new identity that they gave to the region after
removing the features of previous civilizations. Also, the fourth chapter
comes with a new suit in which the political, administrative, military
nature of the state is addressed.

In this study, the researcher followed two approaches. First: The
historical approach based on extracting scientific material from primary
sources, references, scientific theses and encyclopedias. The second: The
descriptive analytical method, based on collecting, comparing, analyzing
and interpreting information in order to achieve an integrated scientific
study.

As for the study plan: it contains an introduction and preface, and
divided into four chapters in addition to the appendices and a list of
sources and references.

The introduction contained: a brief summary of the Seljuks, the problem
and purpose of the study, previous studies and the approach followed
therein, as well as a presentation of the chapters and the most important
sources of the study.

The introduction contains an overview of the Seljuks, the problem and
purpose of the study, previous studies and the followed approach therein,
as well as a presentation of the chapters and the most important sources
of the study.

The Preface addresses: a) The most prominent civilizations in the region
until the establishment of the state of Seljuk Romans. b) an overview of
the Seljuks and the Battle of Manzikert and its results.

The first chapter titled: "The Religious and Scientific Aspects of the
Seljuk Romans Era". It contains two topics; the first: the religious
aspect, in which the researcher discusses: a ) the factors that contributed
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to the spread of Islam in Asia Minor. b) The official doctrine of the State
of Seljuk Romans. ¢) The most famous religious sects and denominations
that spread in Asia Minor during the era of the Seljuk Romans and the
most famous Sheikhs. d) Religious suspicions raised about the Seljuk
Romans.

Second: the scientific aspect and contains: a) literary life: 1- language 2-
literature and poetry b) religious sciences: such as the Holy Qur’an,
hadith, jurisprudence, interpretation, philosophy and logic, and history.
And mental sciences: such as medicine, astronomy, mathematics and
algebra, and other sciences. ¢) Scientific institutions in the era of the
Seljuk of Rum such as mosques, Koranic schools, schools and libraries.

As for the second chapter, titled: "The Social Aspects of the Seljuk
Romans Era in Asia Minor". It includes three topics; the first topic: a)
Elements of the population. b) Society's categories and classes. ¢) The
position of women in Seljuk society in Anatolia. The second topic:
Customs, traditions and style of life of the Seljuk Romans in Asia Minor
such as customs of funerals, burial, ceremonies, food, drink,
entertainment, entertainment, gifts, clothing, decorations, crimes,
penalties and other matters pertaining to Turkish society. The third
chapter: the researcher addresses the social and charitable institutions
through endowments such as corners, khans, hostels, guest house, and
sabil or watering.

The third chapter, titled:" Economic Aspects of the Seljuk Rum Era in
Asia Minor". It has two topics: The first topic: The factors that
contributed to the prosperity of economic life, and contains: 1- natural
factors 2- human and material factors. The second topic: It deals with
aspects of economic activity such as agriculture, industry and trade.

Chapter four; titled: "The political, administrative and military aspects”.
It is divided into two topics; the first topic contains: a) political
positions b) the administrative side in which the researcher discusses how
the Seljuk Romans managed cities, states and bureaucracy. The second
topic: the military side, and it is divided into two parts: a) the Army, b)
the Navy.

Finally, the conclusion: in which the most important results of the study
emerged , including: The success of the Seljuk Romans in changing the
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features of the Asia Minor region by that great civilizational record that
they left in the religious, social, economic, political, administrative and
military aspects, and that if the Seljuk state had not entered the
subordination of the Mongols, it would have had a precedent in the
spread of Islam in Europe, but it paved the way for the country that left to
gain that honor.

Of the recommendations that the researcher recommends in order to
complete the image of the civilizational impact of the Seljuk Romans is to
urge the researchers to study the impact of the Persian and Arabic
language on the Turkish language in the Seljuk Romans era, along with
the study of the Sultan Alaa Uddin Kekbad’s era, , which is the golden
age of the state, along with the side of studying the role of senior
statesmen in the Anatolian civilization, an artistic architectural study of
the state of Seljuk Romans, and finally the cultural legacy that the Seljuk
Romans left to the Ottomans.

All praises be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.



