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Abstract

This study aims to identify the social factors that leads girls to runaway in Saudi
society, which are family breakdown, domestic violence, low economic status and
peer pressure. The study used the survey as a method, on a sample of 48 Saudi girls
of those deposited at The Girls Care Institution and Family Protection Association at
Jeddah City, using the questionnaire as a tool to collect information.

The study most important results were: Firstly, most of the runaway girls were
between the ages of 18 — 22 years old, never married, with low educational and
economic levels. Secondly, 68% of the runaway status is criminally runaway, and
deposited at Girls Care Institution due to their committing a crime related to the
runaway, and that 73% of them were coming from dysfunctional families, 93% of the
runaway girls have been subjected to domestic violence and the father and the brother
were the most abusers against the runaway girls, and most of their abuses were sexual.
The study also demonstrated that approximately 69% of the girls families were from
low — incomes where the income is less than 5,000 riyals per month, and that 62% of
girls friends that were previously admitted to Girls Care Institution crimes were
runaway and absenteeism.



